
A Christmas Carol – MOCK QUESTIONS 

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question. You should use the extract below and your 
knowledge of the whole novel to answer this question.  

Write about how Dickens presents the theme of family. How is it important to the novel as a whole? 

 In your response you should:  

• refer to the extract and the novel as a whole 

 • show your understanding of characters and events in the novel 

 • refer to the contexts of the novel                                                                                                                 [40] 

 

"As good as gold," said Bob, "and better. Somehow he gets thoughtful sitting by himself so much, 
and thinks the strangest things you ever heard. He told me, coming home, that he hoped the 
people saw him in the church, because he was a cripple, and it might be pleasant to them to 
remember upon Christmas Day, who made lame beggars walk, and blind men see." 

Bob's voice was tremulous when he told them this, and trembled more when he said that Tiny Tim 
was growing strong and hearty. 

His active little crutch was heard upon the floor, and back came Tiny Tim before another word was 
spoken, escorted by his brother and sister to his stool before the fire; and while Bob, turning up his 
cuffs -- as if, poor fellow, they were capable of being made more shabby -- compounded some hot 
mixture in a jug with gin and lemons, and stirred it round and round and put it on the hob to 
simmer; Master Peter, and the two ubiquitous young Cratchits went to fetch the goose, with which 
they soon returned in high procession. 

Such a bustle ensued that you might have thought a goose the rarest of all birds; a feathered 
phenomenon, to which a black swan was a matter of course -- and in truth it was something very 
like it in that house. Mrs Cratchit made the gravy (ready beforehand in a little saucepan) hissing 
hot; Master Peter mashed the potatoes with incredible vigour; Miss Belinda sweetened up the 
apple-sauce; Martha dusted the hot plates; Bob took Tiny Tim beside him in a tiny corner at the 
table; the two young Cratchits set chairs for everybody, not forgetting themselves, and mounting 
guard upon their posts, crammed spoons into their mouths, lest they should shriek for goose 
before their turn came to be helped. At last the dishes were set on, and grace was said. It was 
succeeded by a breathless pause, as Mrs Cratchit, looking slowly all along the carving-knife, 
prepared to plunge it in the breast; but when she did, and when the long expected gush of stuffing 
issued forth, one murmur of delight arose all round the board, and even Tiny Tim, excited by the 
two young Cratchits, beat on the table with the handle of his knife, and feebly cried Hurrah! 

 

 

 



You are advised to spend 45 minutes on this question. 

You should use the extract below and the knowledge of the whole novel to answer this question. 

Write about how greed is explored throughout the novel. 

In your response you should: 

• Refer to the extract and the novel as a whole 

• Show your understanding of characters and events in the novel 

• Refer to the contexts of the novel 

 

“At this festive season of the year, Mr. Scrooge,” said the gentleman, taking up a pen, “it is 

more than usually desirable that we should make some slight provision for the Poor and 

destitute, who suffer greatly at the present time. Many thousands are in want of common 

necessaries; hundreds of thousands are in want of common comforts, sir.” 

“Are there no prisons?” asked Scrooge. 

“Plenty of prisons,” said the gentleman, laying down the pen again. 

“And the Union workhouses?” demanded Scrooge. “Are they still in operation?” 

“They are. Still,” returned the gentleman, “I wish I could say they were not.” 

“The Treadmill and the Poor Law are in full vigour, then?” said Scrooge. 

“Both very busy, sir.” 

“Oh! I was afraid, from what you said at first, that something had occurred to stop them in 

their useful course,” said Scrooge. “I’m very glad to hear it.” 

“Under the impression that they scarcely furnish Christian cheer of mind or body to the 

multitude,” returned the gentleman, “a few of us are endeavouring to raise a fund to buy the 

Poor some meat and drink, and means of warmth. We choose this time, because it is a time, of 

all others, when Want is keenly felt, and Abundance rejoices. What shall I put you down for?” 

“Nothing!” Scrooge replied. 

“You wish to be anonymous?” 

“I wish to be left alone,” said Scrooge. “Since you ask me what I wish, gentlemen, that is my 

answer. I don’t make merry myself at Christmas and I can’t afford to make idle people merry. I 

help to support the establishments I have mentioned—they cost enough; and those who are 

badly off must go there.” 

“Many can’t go there; and many would rather die.” 

“If they would rather die,” said Scrooge, “they had better do it, and decrease the surplus 

population. Besides—excuse me—I don’t know that.” 

“But you might know it,” observed the gentleman. 

“It’s not my business,” Scrooge returned. “It’s enough for a man to understand his own 

business, and not to interfere with other people’s. Mine occupies me constantly. Good afternoon, 

gentlemen! 

 


